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AGAIN DISARMAME 


NT AND SECURITY 





HE French and British Governments 

have finally reached an agreement on 
German disarmament. Similarly they ap- 
pear to be nearer an agreement on the 
problem of security. These two develop- 
ments, the former embodied in the Allied 
note to Germany made public June 5 and 
the latter announced with every show of 
cordiality and enthusiasm by Chamberlain 
and Briand in Geneva, June 8, have been 
widely acclaimed as “the greatest single 
step towards normalcy since the Armis- 
tice, with the possible exception of the 
Dawes plan.” This optimism may easily 
prove to have been excessive. 

After five months delay, the Allies, in 
their disarmament note, outlined to Ger- 
many her alleged violations of the Treaty 
and indicated what steps must be taken 
as a condition precedent to the evacuation 
of Cologne. Among these are the reduc- 
tion of the national police from 180,000 to 
150,000; the abolition of the General Staff; 
the end of semi-secret military training of 
young Germans in patriotic societies and 
clubs; cessation of military air training; 
prohibition of gas warfare experiments, 
and dismantling of a number of factories 
capable of manufacturing war materials. 

The reaction in Germany to these de- 
mands has been less violent than was 
feared, though the German people are re- 
sentful of the long delay and convinced 
that the alleged violations are being 
used merely as a pretext for holding 
Cologne as a pawn in the security negotia- 
tions. German opinion, which President 
Hindenburg is said to share, regards most 
of the demands as being easy of fulfil- 
ment. The chief criticism is directed 
against the requirements of dismantling 
the factories which the Germans declare 
are being used for commercial purposes 
only. Probably there will be no formal re- 
ply at least for several weeks. If the AIl- 


lies have made their demands as merely 
a first proposal and will consider negotia- 
tions on details, it is possible that Germany 
might meet the conditions sufficiently to 
secure the withdrawal from Cologne be- 
fore the meeting of the Assembly of the 
League in September. This is of the ut- 
most importance if Germany’s admission 
is then to be seriously considered. 

The Geneva announcement that the “ac- 
cord” between Britain and France on the 
question of French security is “complete,” 
and that Germany is to be invited to be 
a party to it on probably acceptable terms, 
seems too good to be true. Later dis- 
patches do not support this millennial in- 
terpretation. The wish seems to have been 
father to the thought. The security pact 
is still limited merely to “general prin- 
ciples.”” London and Paris give varying 
and rather sharply conflicting interpreta- 
tions of it. British Liberal and Labor 
opinions are extremely critical when not 
openly hostile. The Berlin press denounces 
it as a step not towards peace but towards 
war. 

In short, every editor and politician is 
placing his own interpretation on the 
“complete accord.” Until the text of the 
agreement has been made public, there 
can be little value in elaborate exegesis, 
laudatory or otherwise. 

JAMES G. MCDONALD. 

HE Allied note to Germany in refer- 

ence to disarmament, published June 
5, contains a categorical statement that 
“Germany at the present moment is faith- 
fully fulfilling her reparation obligations 
as they are at present fixed.” Illustrative 
of this is the A. P. dispatch from Berlin, 
June 8, which announced that the total 
German payments during May were 100,- 
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100,000 gold marks. Of this France re- 
ceived 42,500,000 marks, chiefly in deliv- 
eries of coal, coke, lignite and chemicals. 
England received 10,800,000 marks, of 
which 7,800,000 marks were credited to 
payments made directly in England by 
British importers of goods from Germany 
under the so-called “Recovery Act.” 


Caillaux Defends The Franc 


HE spectacular fluctuations in the 
franc last week—on Friday it sold 


as low as 4.541% or nearly 23 to the dollar 
—registered the popular uneasiness due 
to the following among other factors: 


(1) The prolonged delay in effecting a 
balanced budget. (More than five months 
have already been consumed in the budget 
discussion, and for the same length of time 
the Government has been carried along by 
votes of monthly appropriations.) 

(2) The uncertainties of the 
warfare, and 


(3) The fears arising from Caillaux’s 


reported plans for the devaluation of the 
franc. 


Moroccan 


To meet what he has called a specula- 
tors’ attack on French credit, Caillaux an- 
nounced, June 8, that he would utilize, if 
necessary, the whole of the Morgan $100,- 
000,000 credit and other “important am- 
munition” to punish those who are trying 
to drive the franc down. ; 

Rumors of friction between Caillaux 
and the Socialists on questions of taxation 
methods continue. The former is defi- 
nitely opposed to the capital levy. It 
would not be surprising, therefore, if the 
Painlevé Ministry came to grief on this 
issue through the withdrawal of the So- 
cialists’ support. In this event, a Govern- 
ment of the moderate parties is likely to be 
set up. In such a ministry Caillaux 
would probably reappear as Minister of 
Finance. 


More Summer Institutes 


HE University of Chicago is continu- 

ing this year to offer “exceptional op- 
portunities for the study of international 
relations during the summer term.” Its 
second Institute from June 30 to July 18 
will deal with the problems of the Far 
East. The following lectures are tenta- 
tively announced: 


Count Michimasa Soyeshima, n.ember cf the 
House of Peers of Japan, graduate of 
Cambridge University, England. 


President P. W. Kuo, of Southeastern Uni- 
versity, Nanking, China. One of the 
best-known educators in China. 


H. G. W. Woodhead, C. B. R., editor of the 
Pekin and Tsin-tsin Times and of the 
China Year Book, an Englishman of 
twenty years’ residence in China. 


In addition, courses dealing with the 
Far East and international relations in 
general will be offered by seventeen mem- 
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bers of the faculty of the University. 
Those interested should write to the 
General Correspondence Bureau, Univer. 
sity of Chicago, and ask for the “An. 
nouncements of the Summer Quarter.” 





T WAS announced at Geneva, June 2, 

that an agreement had been reached be. 
tween Greece and Turkey in reference to 
the question of the Greek Ecumenical Pa- 
triarch in Constantinople. Greece has 
sent a note to the League of Nations, with- 
drawing its request for intervention by 
the Council. The basis of agreement is 
summarized in the A. P. dispatch as 
follows: 


Turkey engages not to raise the question 
of the exchangeability of members of the 
Greek Orthodox Synod under the Lausanne 
treaty. The present Patriarch, Constantinos, 
who was deported from Constantinople on 
January 30, will resign, and the new Patri- 
arch will be a Greek of Turkish nationality. 


In this instance, as in many others, 
though the League did not itself directly 
effect the settlement, the possibility of an 
appeal to the League so saved the face of 
the aggrieved state that it was will- 
ing to refrain from actions which might 
have led to war. The recourse to the 
League’s mediatorial function gave to the 
two disputant states just the breathing 
space needed to enable them to settle their 
difference “out of court.”” War has often 
been precipitated by instances less im- 
portant than that of the expulsion of the 
Patriarch. 





Sir: 
In your News Bulletin for May Ist I find this 
reference to Lord Birkenhead: 


“The latter is frankly hostile to the so- 
called Montague-Chelmsford reforms through 
which it was hoped India might gradually 
be prepared for self-government.” 


Now Lord Birkenhead is one of the last persons 
whom it is my particular job to save from mis- 
interpretation. Of course he is the easiest of 
all targets for criticism. But I do think it is 
highly important that American opinion ought 
not to be led to form its views on the terrible 
complexities of the Indian problem by the inac- 
curacies and hasty slants inevitable in such a 
sententious paragraph as that which the Bulletin 
devotes to India in its last issue. 

After all, strange as it may seem, Birkenhead 
has an excellent record on that very important 
test of attitude towards India in recent years, 
namely, the Amritsar affair. More important, 
I wonder if you have seen the debate in the 
Lords on the Bengal Ordinance, reported in the 
London Times for April first, in the course of 
which Lord Birkenhead indicated a very friendly 
and hopeful response to the recent overtures of 
Mr. Das? There are other indications with 
which I need not bother you that ought to make 
one much more expectant of goodwill, as well 
as wise effort, on Birkenhead’s part towards 
better things in India than I suspect most of 
your readers gathered from the paragraph to 
which I have called attention. 


FELIx FRANKFURTER. 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 3p. 





